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ROBERT ROBINSON rerrorming st AHUMC

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2012
10 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

On January 22 internationally renowned gospel singer Robert Robinson
will return to Arlington Hills to share his vibrant, gospel sounds during our
10 a.m. worship service. We are extremely privileged and grateful to have
this award winning guest soloist with us.

‘Robert Robinson is reason to believe that the greatest music
reaches every name and crosses every boundary, from audiences
in the Pontiac Silverdome to troops in South Korea. Standing five
foot five and sipping Diet Coke, Robert is “God’s canary.” He
possesses the ability to sing any song and yet remain true to his
vision.* www.RobertRobinsonMusic.com

Mr. Robinson has performed in Lori | -
Lines’ Christmas program for years Robert Robinson

and has appeared on PBS. He was a sunday, January 22, 2012
featured solo artist at Promise 10 am Arlington Hills UMC

Keepers, the Billy Graham Crusade, e .
and the National Day of Prayer in 2l b
Washington, DC.

Invite your friends and neighbors to
join us Sunday, January 22 for this
special worship service.



http://www.robertrobinsonmusic.com/
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AHUMC MINISTRY TEAM

Ministers -
All of our church family
Pastor -
Rev. Carl M. "Chip" Nielsen III
Chip@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
Pastor of Community Life -
Jennifer (Jenni) Eagleman
Jenni@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
Youth Minister -
Pamela Podobinski
Youth@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
Community Outreach Director -
Martha Rice
Martha@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
Administrative Assistant -
Cindy Klomp
Admin@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
Director of Music & Choirs -
Luana Mitchell
Church Organist -
Leah Harding
Audio Technician -
Gary McDonald
Video Technician -
Kyle Sarpong, Zachary Sether
Sunshine Preschool Teachers -
Elaine Gregory, Kathie Winters
Nursery Attendant-
Amelia Birchems
Wedding Consultant -
Kristi Hanes
Custodians -
Ron Houde & Brian Gaylord
Wednesday Chef -
Chris Lewis

www.ArlingtonHillsUMC.org

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday
9:30 am - 3:00 pm

NEws FROM AHUMC OFFICE

CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED for the
New Year Holidays on Monday, January 2.

The office will also be closed Monday,
January 16 in observation of the Martin Luther
King Jr holiday.

THE BUILDER
NEWSLETTER

2012 BUILDER DATES
Input Deadline Builder Assembly

January 18 January 25
February 15 February 22
March 21 March 28
April 18 April 25
May 16 May 23
June 20 June 27

If you are available to help us assemble the Builder
please join us at 9:30 am in the fireside room on
the dates listed.

Did you know ... you can find The Builder
newsletter & event calendar on our church
website? Check out our News and Evenpage.

Z==  Recorded copies (CDs) of our
'jJH [ms Sunday worship services are
VAN available upon request from the
Kd ﬂ office. A $3 donation is appreciated
— to offset costs.


mailto:Chip@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
mailto:Jenni@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
mailto:Chip@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
mailto:Martha@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
mailto:Cindy@ArlingtonHillsUMC.org
http://www.arlingtonhillsumc.org/
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MORE FROM THE OFFICE

ANNUAL CHURCH REPORT
It is time to prepare our

Annual  Church  Report, 7;(.\“;\
which must be published o
and sent to the Annual @—

Conference by the end of

January. It will be presented to our membership at
our Annual Conference scheduled for February 5
after our 10:00 am worship service.

All staff members, lay leaders, ministry teams,
committees and the church council must provide
an end of year report to be included in this
document. The reports should include the team's
accomplishments & highlights for the past year and
their goals & objectives for the new year. The 5-
Year Ministry Plan is available if that will help in
planning for the upcoming year.

TIME TABLE: Please prepare your report by the
first week in January. Review & approve your
report at your January Ministry Team / Committee /
Council meeting. Submit your report to Cindy no
later than January 13. Copies of last year's report
and an outline to use are available in the church
mailboxes. If you have any questions please
contact Cindy as soon as possible.

ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE

Sunday, February 5 at 11:30 AM

Our Annual Church Conference meeting will take
place on Sunday, February 5 immediately after our
worship service. Annual reports will be presented,
leadership elected and an annual budget
presented. Please come and enjoy. All are
welcome to have both voice and vote in the
meeting.

2012 OFFERING ENVELOPES

The 2012 offering envelops are available in the
narthex for you to pick up. Please grab your box. It
will save us the cost of postage to mail them to
you.

CHURCH CALENDAR

Have you put your 2012 events on the church
calendar yet? All ministry teams, committees,
social groups, UMW Circles, scout troops, clubs
and individuals - stop by the office and pencil in
your dates, drop a note in mailbox #1, give Cindy a
call or send her an email. We would hate to have
someone sign up for a room you use regularly
because your event isn’t on the calendar.

And remember to fill out a Room Set-up Request
one week prior to your event to make sure the
custodians have time to fulfill your request. They
are here only 15 hours per week and not every day
of the week so be considerate and give Ron & the
boys time to plan their schedules accordingly.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

Jones, Liz and Larry - new address
690 Belmont Ln. E.
Maplewood, MN 55117

Whipple, Bernice & Fred - new address
1996 Langton Lake Dr. Unit #209
St. Paul, MN 55113

Lockrem, Quentin & Carole — new apartment number
2021 Edgerton St. Apt. 303
St. Paul, MN 55117
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THE PASTOR SHARES

With the New Year things are changing at
Arlington Hills Church. We are saying goodbye to
our beloved Director of Shared Ministries/Christian
Education. I'm joyful for Maxine and Don and the
opportunity to retire and experience a new pace of
life. Maxine has worked hard and deserves this
time of blessing in her life. 'm sad to lose the day
to day contact with a great friend and colleague.
There are so many things | will miss about working
with her. She has blessed my life and this church. |
hope that all of you who have been so richly
blessed by her ministry will be present for our
celebration after worship on January 8th!

We continue to welcome our new Pastor of
Community Life Jenni Eagleman. Jenni will soon
be licensed as a Local Pastor in the Covenant
Church. She will be part time (working mostly
Wednesday- Friday and Sundays until she
completes her Clinical Pastoral Education Program
at Methodist Hospital. As part of her CPE program,
she will be doing some visiting in the coming
weeks on behalf of AHUMC as well as focusing on
Education. We will look forward to her becoming
full time in February.

It's tempting to think of Jenni as the “new
Maxine”, she is not. Only Maxine is Maxine and
only Jenni is Jenni. Jenni has her own gifts and
graces and a different job description. In order for
us to accomplish the goals of our 5 year ministry
plan, Jenni will need to function differently than
Maxine. Example: She will not be able to set tables
and clean up each week for LOL. We will need
some volunteers to help with this. We hope that
you will come to love and appreciate her as much
as you have Maxine. We hope that you will see her
as the warm, friendly, dynamic, compassionate,
organized, leader that she is. In this time of
transition, we ask for your support and help in

making things work smoothly at LOL, Christian
Education, and beyond. Please keep both Maxine
and Jenni in your thoughts and prayers in the
coming days as they make transitions and begin
different phases of life.

1/—\\ 7] &
fo Jod C/Af
/,
Pastor Chip

WHEN CHRISTIANS GET IT WRONG
January/February Sermon Series

What attitudes and actions of Christians have
turned young adults away from the church? 87% of
young adults described Christians as being
judgmental, 85% described Christians as
hypocritical. Churches that “get it wrong” may lose
an entire generation of young adults. Can we get it
right and have a bright future? How do we address
the attitudes and actions of Christians who get it
wrong and the beliefs that are most often cited as
problematic by non-Christians? What does it look
like when we get it right? This sermon series will be
based on Adam Hamilton’s book When Christians
Get it Wrong and Unchristian by Dave Kinnaman
and Gabe Lyon.

January 8 When Christians Are Unchristian
January 15 Christians, Science, and Politics
January 22 Speaking of Other Religions
January 29 UMW Sunday*****

February 5 When Bad Things Happen
February 12 Dealing with Homosexuality
February 19 When Christians Get It Right
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JANUARY MIDWEEK WORSHIP
“Whirlwind”
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 6:30-7 pm

Grab a cup of coffee and join us for Wednesday
Worship around the tables in the Fireside Room. A
lot of us have times in our lives that are difficult.
Some challenges have been small and hard to
understand and some big and overwhelming.
During these times we want answers. We want to
know why. Why do we have to suffer? We want
someone to make sense of it all. But we don't
always get the answers. Maybe there are times
when we need to be released from having all the
answers. Maybe, it's when we're released that we
are able to see there may be more going on than
we realize.

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR JENNI

As | sit today in a new office space, in a new
church, taking on a new ministry position, | am
struck by how difficult change can be. Change is
an inevitable part of life and yet it is something
many of us go to great lengths to avoid. | think this
is because it pushes us out of our comfort zone,
forces us to step onto paths we have never walked
before but more importantly it forces us to consider
that we are human. We are reminded that we are
not perfect nor can we accomplish every task on
our own. | have been very aware lately, of how
vulnerable change can make one feel.

Therefore, it was a wonderful and refreshing
gift to read the devotional for today out of a book
called “Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young. It said
“Rest in Me, My child, forgetting about the worries
of the world. Focus on Me-Emmanuel-and let my
Presence envelop you in peace. Tune in to My
eternal security, for | am the same yesterday, today
and forever. If you live on the surface of life by

focusing on ever-changing phenomena, you will
find yourself echoing the words of Solomon
‘Meaningless! Meaningless! Everything is meaningless!’
Living in collaboration with Me is the way to instill
meaning into your days.”

We have the opportunity to live in collaboration
with the Living God....to allow the peace of God'’s
presence to wipe away the worries of the day AND
to soften the rough edges of change.  To find
stability in knowing that even when life feels
uncertain and change has us unsettled, God is
present. May we burrow deep into the shadow of
the wings of the Almighty and find rest amidst the
busyness of life and in this season of change.

| look forward with great pleasure to getting to
know each one of you. Let's grab a coffee and
talk!

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jenni

ADULT EDUCATION

Three Simple Rules for Christian Living
Wednesday Evening Series with Pastor Jenni

Pastor Jenni will be leading a study entitled “Three
Simple Rules for Christian Living” based on the
book by Rueben P. Job. We will meet from 6:15-
7:00 on January 11, 25 and February 1. On
January 18, we will break for the Mid-week
Worship Service. We will explore on how three
simple Wesleyan principles, ‘Do No Harm®, “Do
Good” and “Stay in Love With God” can impact not
only our lives but those around us. Please join us!
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HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES

We have hearing assistance devices available for
all of our services. All of the batteries have been
replaced recently. If you pick up a unit that is not
working, please return it to the sound booth or the
church office so that we can attend to it. Thank
you. ltis our desire to help you enjoy the worship
experience.

LosT & FOUND

There is an ever-growing collection of items in our
lost and found area. Please check if you think
something might be yours. At the end of January
all unclaimed items will be donated to a local
charity.

Youth Fund

Plan to stay and enjoy lunch
Sunday worship on January 22
Robbie Robinson. This lunch w
usual and proceeds are for SC
high mission trip toiGagwh Ch

r

fol
w
ill

DC

UMC SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS

Sunday, January 15 is designated as Human
Relations Day, one of the six special United
Methodist offerings of the year. Your gifts to this
offering strengthens United Methodist outreach to
communities in the United States and Puerto Rico,
encouraging social justice and work with at-risk
youth. Special envelopes will be available in the
bulletins January 15. We invite you to give
generously. You can also send a special offering
clearly marked “Human Relations Sunday” to the

VOLLEYBALL KICKS-OFF ANOTHER SEASON

Adult volleyball at AH will
begin its 31st year on
January 6 with a practice
night. Our regular season
will then begin on January
13 and run through March.
This is a fun, recreational
league for adults of all
abilities. You do not have to commit to playing
every week. We always have people that are
willing to fill in. Teams are chosen at random but
couples are placed on the same team! We play on
Friday nights with games at 6:00, 7:00, 8:00 or
9:00 PM. Childcare is provided for the first three
games each night. It is not provided for the 9:00
game as most parents generally do not bring
young children when they play the late games!

he| signetip ée is Aosted at the Welcome
enter. IﬁSjFo emr’ore éjnformation, call Dave

| O\m‘;@agtﬁi (651) 484-9268

nich features
be yummy as

< SUOMFESY9en CLASS OFFERING
WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 25— FEBRUARY 29
6:20 - 7:20 PM.

Come enjoy a Yoga class set to music in the
Fireside Room. The cost is $35 for the six classes
or $8 per class on a drop-in basis. All levels are
welcome. Benefits include increased flexibility,
strength and balance; connecting mind, body and
spirit. Bring a yoga mat, water and towel. Bring a
friend! Please sign up at the Welcome Center.
Paula Schreifels is a certified instructor who also
teaches at the YMCA. Paula led the class at
church last spring and people of all ages and
abilities participated and enjoyed the class.
Questions?  Contact  Martha  Rice  at
martha@arlingtonhillsumc.org.

church office.


mailto:martha@arlingtonhillsumc.org
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CHECK OUT WHAT’S GOING ON ...

U 1380 Seconds of Current for youth grades 6-
12 meets in the youth room each Sunday
morning from 9:32 - 9:55 AM

U Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets weekly in
the fireside room at 9:30 AM. We are currently
studying the book of Revelation

U Living Out Loud (LOL) happens every
Wednesday evening beginning with a meal at
5:30 PM in the fellowship hall followed by
programming for all ages

January LOL Menu
4  Stir Fry
11 Salisbury Steak & Mash Potatoes

18 Chicken Picata & Red Potatoes
Midweek Worship — “Whirlwind”

25 Pork Loin with Wild Rice

U The Knitting and Crocheting Group meets
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM after the
LOL meal in the east wing meeting room

U The Diabetes Support Group meets the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at 2 PM in the
fireside room — join us January 11

U Chancel Choir rehearses Wednesday
evenings at 7 PM

U Golden Bells rehearse Thursday evenings at
7:30 PM and Youth Bells rehearse Sunday
mornings at 9:00 AM

U The Thursday Morning Men’s Prayer Group
will take the months of January, February and
March off — Join us in April

0 The UMW Quilting Group meets the 2n and 4
Thursdays of the month at 10:00 AM at
church. All are welcome

U Bridge Group meets the 2 Thursday of the
month at 1 PM in the Fireside Room — join us
January 12 - all skill levels welcome

U The Card Stamping Group meets on the 4t
Thursday each month at 1 PM in the fireside
room to make cards to send to our
homebound members - this month we will
meet on January 26

U GAP Group meets once a month to share fun
and fellowship — watch the bulletin for
information on this fun group

U BLBs (the Breakfast-Lunch-Bunch) meet the
3rd Saturday each month — join us at 9 AM on
January 21 at Pannekoeken on County Road
D, Maplewood for good food and fellowship.
Contact Bill & Diane Ellis (651) 774-8362

Look for more information in the Sunday Bulletin
Announcements and signup sheets at the
Welcome Center for these and other upcoming
events.

SUNDAY ScHooL NEwS

Over the next 6 weeks, children in preschool
through 5th grade will be “Digging into the Bible.”
They will learn that the Bible is the inspired Word of
God written by people like you, for people like you
and about people like you. The children will
explore how to find specific Bible verses, begin
learning the names of the books of the Bible, learn
that the Bible was written down by many people
over hundreds of years and also learn that the
Bible offers us a guide for daily living.

There is NO Sunday School on Sunday, January 1.
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HisTORY NOTES

The History Committee is having fun going through
some of the old documents we have on hand here
in the church and thought we’'d share some choice
items with everyone. Therefore, we are starting this
column. If anyone has any remembrances they'd
like to share contact Kay Olson, Debra or Jim
Watson.

January, 1994 — Many people braved the zero
degree January weather to take part in the first
Winter Festival. There was a softball tournament,
sliding, indoor games, hobo chili dinner and a
bonfire. About 80 people attended throughout the
day which received KARE-11 TV news coverage
that was aired on the 10:30 news.

2012 FLOWER CHART IS AVAILABLE

Thank you to all who have
shared flowers for our
Sunday morning worship.
We appreciate having fresh
flowers on the altar.
Bringing the beauty of
nature indoors can be
inspiring.

Flowers are a nice way to
remember those special
occasions. The 2012 flower chart is posted in the
narthex. Check it and choose a date. Reserve your
date by filling in the chart and completing the order
envelope. Please place the envelope in Mailbox
#41. Cost is $20. Contact Helen at 651.484.3170
with questions.

Happiness held is the seed. Happiness
shared is the flower.

Anonymous

USE SCRIP FOR YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Thank you to everyone who purchased Scrip cards
for your holiday shopping, gift giving, and traveling
needs. We have had a tremendous response
during the months of November and December.
Let's keep it going into the new year.

Order forms are available anytime at the Welcome
Center or online at the church website:
www.ArlingtonHillsUMC.org. For a complete list of
all retailers, stop by the order table on Sunday.
Orders placed on Sunday are delivered to the
church by Thursday of that week.

CoNsIDER VANCO IN THE NEW YEAR!!!!

Online Giving through VANCO is available at
Arlington Hills. This service transfers funds directly
from your savings or checking account to
AHUMC's bank account using the standard
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) system, which you
may already use to pay your bills. A list of
Frequently Asked Questions and instructions for
getting started are available on the church website
www.ArlingtonHillsUMC.org or by calling Cindy.

There are two ways to register for VANCO: online
via a link on our church website or via a paper form
submitted to the office. Please contact Cindy in the
church office if you have any questions

Once you've sign up and are making your regular
Sunday offering electronically through VANCO, we
invite you to use the blue “I Give Electronically”
cards available at the Welcome Center in the
narthex. Simply pick up a card before you enter the
sanctuary and drop it in the offering plate during
the service instead of your regular envelope.


http://www.arlingtonhillsumc.org/
http://www.arlingtonhillsumc.org/
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Prayers for Beth
Thompson and her
family upon the
death of their
beloved Aunt
Adeline

Prayers for Ronald &
Christine Russell and their family upon the
death of his father, Robert Russel

Prayers for Susan, daughter of Myrt Kieger
(Sierra), who is receiving treatments for breast
cancer

Prayers for Justin Joriman who continues to
undergo medical evaluation and treatment for
his heart

Prayers for the Loll family; Lillian Loll - past
AHUMC member, Mother-in-law to Clary Loll
and Grandma of Lilly and Gabby — passed
away in Duluth

Prayers for physical comfort and speedy healing
for Nancy Herther who had surgery

Prayers for Richard and Catherine Haas’ son,
Raymond Haas, of Stevens Point, Wisconsin
who has a blood clot and an infection

Prayers for our dear friends who have been
experiencing health issues, especially Robert
Rollin, JoAnn Gabbert, Bea Whipple, Donna
Burger and Ann Kaese

HAPPY NEW YEAR

—GOT YOUR CALENDARS YET?-

Full color 2012 calendars are
available for $7 each.

Proceeds go to youth missions.

JoAnn Gabbert
Brandt Hanes
Randy Berg
Jeremy Schurr
Richard Haas
Nadean Sorenson
Aaron Gorden
Yvonne Stolts
Ruth Slipka

Alan Smiley
Gene Anderson
Evan Carlson
William Ellis
Anastasia Carlson
Grace Hartwig
Mona Sandmann
Bonnie Kienitz
Donald Wallen
Maxine Wallen
Peter Doehne
Cheryl Watson
Barbara Sanders
Elizabeth Passer
Alyssa Endrizzi
Phillip O'Brien
Mary Youngstrom
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Thank Yo

Thank you to Catherine Solheim and
Martha Rice for the musical part of the
Children’s Christmas Program. These
ladies are absolutely wonderful with the
children and the children sounded great.
Thank you also to Lori Doehne for
rehearsing with all the readers and for
helping at rehearsal. And thank you to all
parents who helped shepherd the children
at rehearsal. The children had such fun
and said the program was “Awesome!”
The program was great, but it does take a
village to make it all work. Thank you,
thank you.

Maxine

Dear Pastor Nielsen & Congregation,
God' s Closet is so t
recent contribution of $500 to this mission
outreach. We are privileged to serve East side
residents in the name of Christ and all the
supporting churches and donors
It has been a year of increasing shoppers
and one of our
the opening prayer circle on Monday
mornings when | work. We invite those who
have come waiting for the doors to open at
ten. All join hands with the volunteers in a
moment of prayer. Sometimes there are 15-
20 people of all ages and cultures who
together thank God for our time together and
the sharing and caring about to happen.
Thank you for helping us keep the doors
open in 2012.
Blessings -
Carol Lindberg,
God’ s

“snapsh

C

U'hare,/ou for the lovely bowl of fruit and other
things. | enjoyed them all. | enjoy the cards
that come (from the card making group) every
holiday. Thanks again and Merry Christmas.

Bernice Olson

Dear Rev. Nielsen
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the
Saint Paul Area Council of Churches, our
member congregations, and the people we
serve, | extend sincere thanks to you for your
congregation’s recent contributions of
$500.00. 1 am exceedingly grateful for your
support at this time of great need and
economic insecurity
Through this difficult time we have
maintained most of our programming and
have continued to meet the critical needs for
the families and children we serve...
We remain humbled by all there is to do
and incredibly grateful for your financial
a r§ukppjl?rltJ cif these efforrts. ceiv ur
hank yo for you? exﬁressmﬁ of fove
and care for others made through this gift
Grace and Peace,

h

Rev. Patricia J. Lull

0 t "EachyesrnPBAEE hests GomnmunityiBredifests in
six neighborhoods, featuring live broadcast of the
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration held at
the Minneapolis Convention Center. More
information about this event is available on their
website.

www.SPACC.org/MLK

Thank you to all who delivered Care
Baskets to our homebound members.
They really appreciated both the basket
and the visit. It was the smoothest one

o€k t . o
The Caring Ministry Team

10

St Paul Area Council of Churches
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP

Thank you to all who are retiring after years of
serving in our church leadership on the church
council and/or a ministry team or committee. We
are deeply grateful for your wisdom and tireless
service to Arlington Hills. We would also like to
welcome our new leaders. We look forward to the
new vision and energy you will bring to AHUMC.

LAY LEADER’S PARTING REPORT

2011 was the second and final year of my two year
term as Lay Leader. | won't try to list all the good things
that have happened here at Arlington Hills, nor do |
claim much of the credit for any of them.

| am very grateful for having had this opportunity to
serve. | have the great good fortune of no longer having
to focus mainly on earning a living and still having the
energy to focus on other things. Arlington Hills is and
will continue to be one of the most important of those
other things to me. My opportunity to serve, and the
experience of working with Pastor Chip and our
colleagues on the Church Council and teams and
committees, has whetted my appetite, that really
developed as a result of Thelma and me going on the
Wesley Heritage Tour in 2007, of helping Arlington Hills
follow what | call the Wesleyan admonition: “Do all the
good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways
you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you
can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”

In 2010, we adopted an aggressive Congregational
Ministry Plan. In 2011, we figured out that it was way
too aggressive for us so long as we did not have a
single full time staff member. Rather than scale back
and just age gracefully, we figured out how to keep the
plan, and your Church Council's and Pastor Chip’s
dreams for AHUMC, alive by designing a new position,
Pastor of Community Life, recruiting a strong group of
applicants for it, and finally hiring Jenni Eagleman to fill
it. Ralph Hayne, Karen Johnson, Catherine Solheim,
Mark Youngstrom and | were a gang of five on this, and
| will be forever grateful for their efforts. Once we got to
the interviewing stage, Karen Johnson did a monstrous
amount of work to keep the process going and enable
us to conclude it in timely fashion. [ think the big news

11

for AHUMC from 2011 is what we have to look forward
to in the future with Chip and Jenni working together to
provide our spiritual leadership.

The second 2011 happening that stands out is the
Council’'s willingness to resurrect Vacation Bible School
after it had been declared dead. | won't try to list
everyone who was involved in that, but it was Kerry
Manthei’'s description of another UMC’s successful
evening VBS in which she was involved that gave me
the courage to suggest it. We ended up with a big
success, without any help from me beyond raising the
possibility of giving it a try.

Then there are the mission outreach efforts -
among others, the community garden, Imagine No
Malaria (thank you generous $5,000 anonymous donor;
little Karen girl who gave $1 that was a big gift given her
economic circumstances; and all who contributed);
seeing two of the Karen alumnae from the McVay after
school program featured in the Pioneer Press as
students on scholarship at Hamline University; and the
PET project, which Pastor Chip has doggedly pursued
and is about to come to fruition.

Arlington Hills is blessed, and | was blessed as
your Lay Leader, by a strong Church Council.
Highlights include, in addition to the foregoing, Scott
Hagberg's work on technology; Scott's and Chad Hanes'’
presence as young male leaders; Ralph Hayne’'s calm
fiscal leadership and interest in reinvigorating the Music
Committee, modernizing our musical fare, and
improving our measurement and reporting of outcomes;
Linda Oberg’s stupendous degree of work on behalf of
AHUMC; Catherine Solheim’s creative ideas about
worship that | look forward to seeing bloom in the next
couple of years; resident physicist Jim Watson’s efforts
as Hospitality Team chair; and Mark Youngstrom’'s Rock
of Gibraltar role — recording secretary, Leadership Team
chair, head usher, and all around good leadership head.
When surrounded by people like these and Pastor Chip,
its easy to chair the meetings and see some progress
happen.

| am genuinely looking forward to Arlington Hills’
future. If you have not been significantly involved, |
encourage you to get involved. Each of us can do
something to make the world, and Arlington Hills, a
better place. If each of us will do something, together
we will do a lot. John James
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YOUTH NEWS UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
SPONSORED NEW & EVENTS

UMYS United Methodist Youth Conference
Senior High February 3-5
Annual gathering at Doubletree Hotel

St Louis Park...(yep new place)Your cost $70.

Balance paid with youth funds- Registration
Forms on Pam’s door...deposit and workshop
Information due no later than Saturday Jan 7

THEME: Flipping the Switch- completed
registrations to Pam or drawer #20
THIS IS A GREAT WEEKEND!

Mission for January
Make fleece scarves for |

SH SouTH CHICAGO MissION TRIP

JuLy 15-21, 2012 - Non-refundable deposit of
$50.due NO LATER THAN Wednesday January
11- 6:30pm parent/SH Youth Meeting to talk/plan
fundraising, etc... Second payment $50. Jan 29

NO 1380 Current .. Su
Wed., Jan. 3 LOL/ Youth Programs resume
NO 1380 Current .. Surn

r

(

FYI- MiD HiGH MISSION TRIP

BRAINERD OUTREACH - Scheduled for Sunday June
24th mid-afternoon-Fri June 29. Watch for more
information in February...

Sunday, January 22

Youth Mission teams will have a fundraising meal
following worship... Robbie Robinson will be
participating in our morning worship... bring friends
to worship. Stay and enjoy a Meal.

Please continue to watch for bulletin news and E-

Naomi Circle serves Sunday Coffee during the
month of January.

CIRCLE MEETINGS

Lydia Circle: Wed., Jan 4, 12:00 PM at
Pannekoeken, Maplewood

Naomi Circle: Thur., Jan 5, 9:30 AM at church

Rebekah Circle: Thur., Jan 5, 9:30 AM at church

Hannah Circle: Sat., Jan 7, 9:30 AM at church -
2012 planning

Shelters

UMW SunDAY
JANUARY 29 — 10 A.M. SERVICE

Talk to Linda Oberg if you would like to participate
in leading the worship service.
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ATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
This district event will take place at Fridley United
Methodist Church. It will include singing, worship, a
group activity, leadership training, and lunch. More
details and registration forms will be provided to
circle leaders and will be posted on the UMW
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall when
available.

AHUMC UMW WINTER BRUNCH

This February event is still being planned. Watch
for the date and sign-up information in the bulletin,
the February Builder, and at the Welcome Center.

mails for projects/events/and more
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JOIN THE DIABETES GROUP IN JANUARY

Our guest speaker for our January 11 meeting will
be from Medtronic, speaking about what Metronic
has accomplished in the field of diabetics. It should
be a very interesting. We meet at 2:00 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of each month. Contact Gene

PRAYER CHAIN

Have a concern or celebration to share? Please
let our Prayer Chain know by calling Helen Merkle
(651)484-3170 or the church office (651)776-1547
or send your email prayer request to Mary
Youngstrom at myoungstrom@aol.com .

Anderson if you have questions (651) 783-2683 If you would like to join the Prayer Chain ministry

and be added to our phone or email chains as a

‘pray-er” contact Helen or Mary.
USHERS & GREETERS

~NER C NER C
Please consider signing up at the Information o e gL, Hi‘@ *'?"1 AH%"Y;R Mg,
Center outside the fireside room. There are still a Tvias 41»“ @ 75 ok \ﬂ‘ q;.g s mﬂ
few spots left through the end of the year. New Y1) yax EETER
signup sheets for 2011 will be coming soon.

PET ® MN-TwinCities |
The Gift of Mobility, The Gift of Hope

Please visit the new PET Website www.petmntc.org. It has a great new video!

In December, Ray Kruse, Shel Manthei, Dave Englehardt, and Bruce Larsen
set up shop and in only a few hours cut the boards for the first 10 PETs to be
built in Minnesota! Lumber was donated by Blair Sime of ABC Arrow Building
Center in Stillwater. We are anticipating that our youth and adults will be able
to paint and assemble the PETs in early to mid-January (not scheduled at this
writing) right here at AHUMC! It seems slow but the first time you do
something it always takes a lot of time. Though it feels like we’re moving very
slowly to our Board members, other PET Affiliates tell us that we’re doing
great and are well ahead of the timelines that their operations experienced!
We are still in the process of searching for and securing a more permanent
building site. Several thousand dollars have been donated over the holidays
for production! PET is on the move!
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IMAGINE NO MALARIA REPORT

Our Imagine No Malaria campaign was a terrific
success! Thanks to everyone who contributed
generously to this important mission effort! Special
thanks to our anonymous contributor who gave
$5,000 to match our congregational gifts. As of the
printing of this newsletter we have contributions
totaling more than $11,000. Money is still coming
in. In the picture you see members of the Mission
team: Thelma James and Kerry Manthei, along with our Treasurer Linda Oberg and Pastor Chip
presenting our initial check for $10,000 to Bishop Sally Dyck. Our Church Council voted to approve
the mission asking from the Minnesota Annual Conference for an additional commitment of $8,500
over the next 5 years. Our total commitment of $19,500 will be matched on the Conference level. But
the most important part is that we will help save lives and alleviate the suffering of many as the
disease of Malaria is being eliminated from the continent of Africal
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